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| kingdom": and the divine preſence attending them; the 
mutual interchange of Chriſtian love and affeQign ; the 
confluence of prayers; and the aſſiſtance of ſpiritual ad- 
vice, with many other advantages, are a ſtrong demon- 


-  Rration of their divine origin. 


The conſideration of theſe things, induced ſome mi- 
niſters of the independent perſuaſion, convened to aſſiſt 

at the ordination of Mr. 42 Maſlon, Auguſt the 
8h, 1792, at Milton, to eſtabliſn an anual aſſociation, 
in the county of Kent, in imitation of that in uſe amongſt 
our Baptiſt brethren, with a view to open a correſpon- 
dence with our reſpective churches, and to propogate the 
cauſe of truth and religion in this dark county; ac- 


©  cordingly it was then agreed, by Mr. Ralph, of Maid. 


flone; Mr. Townſend, of Ramſgate ; Mr. Cracherode, of 
Grave/end ; Mi. Hopkins, of Tunbridge; Mr. Muſton, of 
- Milton; Mr. Leggett, of Strood; to form ourſelves into an 
aſſociation, and 50 the firſt aſſociation ſnould be held the 
ſecond Medneſday in June, 1793, at Mr. Tounſend's meet- 
ing, Ramſgale. F 
| Brother Leggett, Strood, to preach in the morning, 
upon the Excellency and Utility of the Goſpel miniſtry. 
Brother Cracherode in the evening, upon the effects the 
Goſpel produces, when it is ſavingly received. > 
And that we ſhould meet at a throne of grace, every 
Saturday at half paſt 12 o'clock, to pray for the ſpread of 
the goſpel, and civil and religious liberty, during the pre- 
ſent troubles. Lt. we | | 
gs Fan 12, 1793, the miniſters of the affociatedfchurches, 
and others, aſſembled at Ramſgate: Morning ſervice began 
at a quarter before 41. Brother Muſton opened the ſer- 
vice with reading and prayer. Brother Ralph prayed the 
long prayer. Brother Leggett preached from Romans i. 
former part of the 16 verſe. Brother Hoplins concluded 
jn prayer. Evening fervice began at 6 o'clock. Brother 
. Winter, of London, prayed. Brother Cracherode preached 
from Ads xi. 21. Brother James Parnel, of Canterbury, 


+» congluded in prayer... 


Agreed to hold the next aſſuciation at Maidſſone, ſecond 
VVedneſday, in June, 1794. Brother Tounſend to preach 
in the morning, on che ſubje& of Sanctification. Brother 
Hoptins in the evening, on the ſubject of The n By 
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| Fer ante. Iv caſe of failure, Brother ei Parnel, | 
and Brother Muſton. | 
And that ſome rules ſhould be drawn up and W 


to the aſſociated brethren, for their reviſal and approba- 


tion; for our order and regularity. 


On the ſecond Wedneſday in June, 179% we met * 


Brother Ralph's, at Maidſtone, 

At half paſt ten the ſervice began. Brother 8 
of Strood, opened the ſervice of the day, with an intro- 
ductory prayer, and read J/a. lii. and 12th chap. of the 
1ſt Ep. to Cor. Brother Townſend preached from 2 Theſſ. 
chap. ii. 13 ver laſt clauſe, Brother Goodwin, of Lenhann, 


concluded in prayer. 


In the evening at 6 o'clock, Brother Cracherode prayed. 
Brother Hopkins preached. from Matt, xxiv: 1g And 
Brother Pilcher concluded in prayer. 

_ Agreed to hold the next meeting at Strood, on the 
ſecond Wedneſday in June, 1795. 

Brother Ralph to preach in the morning, on the ſub. 

Jed of the Nature and Spirit of Adoption. 


4 


Brother Townſend in the FG on the ſubje& of 


Juſtification. 


In caſe of a failure, Brother apes; And that 1 . 


. ther Leggett draw up a circulatory letter, on the Sinfulneſs 
of indulging our Curioſity in hearing of the Word. 
At thig meeting, the rules which had been agreed to be 
drawn up, were preſented to the aſſociated Brethren, were 
reviſed, approved of, and the ſecretary deſired to tran» 
ſcribe them and the minutes in a book. 
On the ſecond Wedneſday | in June, 1795 , we met at 
Brother Leggett's, at Strood. (8 

Brother Mu/ton, of Aſton, prayed, and read before. the 
ſermon. Brother Ra{ph preached from 1 Joh ill. 1. 
Brother Crackerode concluded in prayer. 


In the evening at half paſt fix, ſervice began again ; 
Brother Slattery, of Chatham, prayed. Brother Townſend 


reached from Romans v. 18. laſt clauſe. 'And Brother 


Bufoy, of Town Sutton, concluded in prayer. 


N Brother 


4 


(4) 
Brother Buck, of Sheerneſ5, preached the ev ening beſore 
from 2 Tim, i. 12. 


At this, meeting, Brother Buck, of Sher, Brother 
Slattery, of Chatham, Brother Goodwin, of Lenlam, and 
Brother Bufoy, of Town Sutton, ſignified their intention 
to join the allociation, with the conſent of their reſpett- 


ive churches. 


A letter was read from the committee appointed by an 


- aſſociation of miniſters in London, tor the propagation of 


the goſpel among the Heathen. 


Agreed,. that Brother Townſend and i Ralph be 
appointed our delegates, to the intended general meeting 
in London, or elſewhere, for promoting the glorious de- 
ſign of ſending miſſionaries among the Heathen. 


Agreed, with conſent of our churches. to ſet apart a 


monthly meeting for prayer, for the ſucceſs of this bene- 
volent undertaking. 


That the delegates appointed by this aſſociation, to 
meet the general meeting in London, be defired to draw 
up a circulatory letter, to be ſent to the different churches 
in Kent, to excite their zeal and aſſiſtance in this work. 


The time of prayer for the ſpread of the goſpel, ind 


Civil and religious liberty, at half paſt 12 on Saturday, 


having been found inconvenient to ſome of our Brethren, 
we agreed to change it to half paſt three on the ſame day. 


That the next annual aſſociation be held at Graveſend | 
the ſecond Weaneſday in June, 1796. 0 


Brother Slattery to preach the evening belore. on the 


Sanctification of the Lord's Day. 


Brother Hopkzns to preach in the morning on the 3 
40 Evidences of Chriſtian Zeal, 


Brother Mu/ton in the evening, on the ſubje& of Love 
to the Brethren, 
In caſe of failure, Brothers Leggett and Bufay: 


And that Brother Cracherode draw up the circulatory 


letter, upon the moſt profitable method of hearing the word 
of God, 


The circulatory letter on dhe Sinfulneſs of} TEL PISS 
aur i in hearing the Word was nod * 
8 0 
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of, and requeſted to be printed, with the minutes; and the 
profits ariſing from the ſale of it, to be expended on ſome 
charitable deſign. IEG | | 

And we have reaſon to adore the great Head of the 
Church, that the numbers who attend theſe annual meet- 
ings; the union and affection that prevail amongſt our. 
ſelves; the growing zeal and energy manifeſt at theſe 
opportunities, afford us comfortable proſpetts, that they 
will be a future bleſſing to our churches, and the mean of 
ſpreading Chriſtian love and affection into other paris of 
this populous county. Even ſo. Amen. 
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| To the Churches of Chriſt meeting at Ramſgate, Maid- 
3 ſtone, Strood, Graveſend, Tunbridge, Sheernejs, 
Chatham, Town Sut;on, and Lenham. 


| * c Dear Brethren, 85 . 
3 OO” there exiſts in the preſent day among profeſ- 
1 ſors, a miſ- application of the ordinance of hearing 

the word of God, is too evident. It is matter of com- 
plaint to pious miniſters and chriſtians, many protel- 
| ſors are irregular in their attendance on the preaching 
of the goſpel; the external circumſtances of this ordinance 
have more weight with them, than the great end and de- 
ſign of it :—The perſon of the preacher, his ſtile, manner 
of addreſs, peculiar phraſeology, and quaintneſs of expreſ- 
ſion, have more attractive influence to draw them under 
the word than the conſideration, that it is the word of 
God, and that his bleſſing alone can make it effectual to 
ſalvation. Of ſuch we have mournful reaſon to complain, 
that they receive it not as the word of God, but as the 
word of man; and the converſation turns leſs upon the 
excellency, preciouſneſs, and ſuitableneſs of what they 
have heard, than upon the ability and manner of the in- 
ſtrument. Such a kind of hearing, is a ſinful curioſity, 
and bears too near an affinity to that diverſion of the car- 
nal world, whoſe attention to any object muſt be ſup- 
ported by novelty. The Corinthians fell early into the 
ſame evil; which the Apoſtle imputes to the carnality of 
the human heart. 1 Cor. iii. 4. | 85 

Suffer us, therefore, dear Pane, to lay before you 
the nature and evil of ſuch a temper of mind, ſuch a fri- 
yolous ule of ſacred things; and to admoniſh you of what 
you have loſt by indulging it; that if you have felt the 
power of the Word, and have loſt its former reliſh and 
ſweetneſs, you may be led to enquire whether this is not 
one of the ſinful cauſes of it, that you do not hear and re- 
ceive the word with that ſimplicity. and meekneſs you for- 
merly did, in thoſe happy days of your firſt illumination. 

This ſinful curiofity difcovers itſelf, in being more cap- 
tivated with the manner, than the matter of ihe word 
preached. There is a natural levity in our fallen minds,” 
and a dilpoſition to be pleaſed with the appearance of 
things. . | | 8 
N | - Thas 
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This the ſerious mind often diſcovers in itſelf while 
hearing the word: it is ſuddenly captivated and moved by 
ſomeching extrinſical to the truth and excellency of the 
word itſelf, A rhetorical flouriſh, a ſmart ſaying, a par- 
ticular motion of the ſpeaker, ihall often effect that, which 
the more ſolid and powerful demonſtration of the word 


OBE 


does not: | theſe things eaſily affect the paſſions; and 


make a more laſting impreſſion on the memory. Our 
minds are like a ſieve, the good flips eaſily from us, and 
we retain that which is either evil, or mereiy ſpeculative 
or ornamental in the delivery of the word. The variety 
ok gifts; the diverſity of operations; and the peculiarities 
that are to be found in the ſervants of Chriſt, is an evi- 
. dence of the divine wiſdom which promotes the ſame end 
by a diverſity of means; and no doubt they have their uſe 
in the church, we are hereby adapted to the different ha- 
bits of the human mind. But theſe external things were 
never intended to ſerve the place of truth, as many curi- 
ous hearers make them. God appointed the beautiful 
garments, the bells and pomgranates of the high-prieſt ; 

and, as typical things, they had their uſe ; . but they were 
never intended to veil the dignity and glory of the prieſt= 
hood ; and yet many undoubtedly beheld theſe things with 


curious ſpeculations ; their minds reſted in them, and did 


not penetrate into'the myſterious things of grace contained 
therein, and altho' ſuch a ſhewy worthip is replaced by 
one more ſimple, the danger of miſtaking the ſhadow for 
the ſubſtance is not the leſs. There is a ſecret enmity in 
our minds againſt the power and ſprituality of truth; many 
can bear the beautiful picture of it, and yet live ſtrangers 


to its vital principle. Let us pray, dear Brethren, that 
we may be enabled to diſtinguiſh between the precious 


food, and the mode of its communication, that we may 
hear the word of God meekly and fiducially, and remem- 
ber that our attention being kept up, by any peculiarities 
of- the ſpeaker, is only in ſubſerviency to the conſcience 
being awakened and reproved, the judgment informed, 


and the affections and paſſions being exerted in the cauſe 


of truth. The great end of preaching is, not that we 
may be entertained or diverted ; but that imaginations ma) 
be caſt down, and every thing that exalteth itſelf 025 
the knowledge of God, be brought into captivity. to the 
obedience of Jeſus Chriſt. It's the ſword of the ſpirit 
| „ ie 
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that muſt ſlay our corruptions and unbelief, and not the 
ornaments and eee brag may be hung about it. 
Another evidence of this finfu] curioſity, is when we 
love any thing 'my/terzous or novel, in hearing of the word: 
the itch of many hearers in this day: Athenian levity! 
It is a ſaying of B:ſhop Reynolds, that *He had rather be 
the heir of truth, than the author of hereſy” ; but theſe 
bad rather be the hearers of hereſy for the novelty of it, 
than the truth for the antiquity of it. It is a matter of la- 
mentation, what miſchief this ſpirit has produced in the 
Churches. It has unſettled the minds of many; deprived . 
them of the greateſt ornament of their Chriſtian profeſſion, 
that of a meek and quiet ſpirit; made thoſe that were 
peaceable humble members of Chriſtian churches, captious, 
critical, quarrelſome, to the great hindrance of many ſeek- 
ing ſouls, and the ſtumbling block of mere profeſſors, 
who have concluded by this, there is nothing ſatis factory 
and permanent in religion; when thoſe who have been 
ſo zealous for its truths, have fallen out with their former 
ſentiments, and with thoſe who were of the ſame mind 
themſelves were. And yet after all, that which has taken 
place in their minds, is not the effect of any ſuperiorillumi- 
nation or conviction of truth; but the pride and unſteadineſs 
of the mind. And hence the temporary popularity, and ex- 
* ternal proſperity of ſome preachers: they are popular, 
\ becauſe they affect to be wiſer than many of their brethren, 

and their hearers miſtake ſhadow for ſubſtance, and mere 

loquacity and battology for a great depth of judgment, 
and ſuperior diſcernment. They can ſee things 5 55 
have a diſtin& ſyſtem, are more conſiſtent, rational, and 
ſcriptural than others; and yet all this is often the love of 
novelty and myſtery, it is ſpiritual affectation, not chriſtian 
humility. Truth is venerable, becauſe it is antique, 
Error is hateful, becauſe it is novel. It is like ſtinking 
' fiſh, (ſays one), it ſhould have been eaten while it was 
freſh. Real chriſtianity is as old as the fall. It is ſubſtan- 
tial truth, upon which we may reſt our ſouls, The love 
of novelty and myſtery is the effect of an airy, ſelf-ſuffi.. 
cient mind, puffed up with its own conceits, and not 
humbled with the glorious truths of revelation, clearly 
manifeſted, as to the ſubſtance of them, to the weakeſt, as 
well as the ſtrongeſt believer.  _ 8 8 
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+ .God has not left it to us to make diſcoveries in divine 
things; they are diſpoſitions of his own eternal mind, im- 
mutable in their nature, ſhining in the book of ſcripture 
with a radiance that dazzles our eyes. When any there: 
fore brethren, would draw away your mind from the 
ſimplicity ot the truth to ſomething novel in religion, it 
is a ſufficient reaſon for you to ſuſpect a ſnare. ** Stand 
in the paths, aſk for the good old way, and walk therein, 
and ye ſhall find reſt for your ſouls.” The love of noyelty 
never reſts in one place. 7 
Diſſatisfaction with the gifts and miniſtry of thoſe w 
have formerly heard, and the places in which we have | 
been bleſſed. is another ſymptom of this reprovable temper | 
of mind. It is indeed, the higheſt kind of ingratitude, | 
to be unmindtul of thoſe, who under God, have been our 
ſpiritual fathers and aſſiſtants; and it can be owing to no- 
thing elfe but this ſinful evil habit, that we can prefer 
others, without ſome great defect or incapacity in thofe 
we have benefited from. We are not condemning occa- 
ſional hearing in other places, and other perſons. No 
ſcripture abridges us of our liberty in this reſpect. We 
may, as induſtrious bees, collect honey from every flower; 
but we ſhould remember not to forſake our own hive, 
merely becauſe we have happened to hear a new preacher 
that has arreſted our paſſions. | 
Mr. Nehemiah Rogers, in his parable of the loſt groat, | 
obſerves. I cannot by any means approve of people's | 
ordinary leaving their own paſtor, he being a man, whoſe | 
gifts are approved of by the church, and one who is con- 
ſcionable in his place, and of a holy life; tho' his gifts are 
far inferior to the gifts of others, for all Gods ſervants are 1 
not alike giſted, ſome have five talents, ſome but two, ſome 
but one, Mat. xxv. 15. And yet all are God's faithful | 
ſervants, and have their gifts given to profit withal, 1 Cor. 
xii. 7. For ye may all prophecy one by one, that all may 
learn, and all may be comforted. 1 Cor. xiv. 31. Tell 
me not that change of paſture makes fat calves, (for ſtill you 
grant they remain calves,) I am ſure change of miniſters 
make lean fouls; who thrive more in grace than they that 
conſcionably attend to their own godly paſtors? And who 
grow ſloweſt but they that heap unto themſelves a multitude 
of teachers“? Rogers on the loſt groat, page, 143. What 
this good man ſays on this ſubjett, is ordinarily and pr 
COPEL N : 7 On ry 


ouſly leaving our places, and not intended to preclude our 
occaſionally and neceſſarily hearing others, for our profit. 
It is not ſinful to change our place and paſtor, provided 
our greater profit is thereby promoted, but it is ſinful to 
grieve the minds of our paſtors, merely to gratify our 
curioſity. Remember them which have the rule over you. 
Heb. xiii. 7. And eſteem them highly for their works 
ſake. Their comfort and proſperity are yours. WOT 
Io hear the word as a kind of d:verfron and entertainment, 
proceeds from the ſame corrupt mind. Such fit in our 
pews and galleries, as ſpectators at the theatres. And it is 
not uncommon to hear ſuch, with an air of indifference, 
to paſs ſuch frivolous compliments between each other, on 
their way home. He preached well. He is a fine 
orator. His language is good, He ſpeaks with much 
464.496 Had ſuch been hearers of Chryſoſtom, 
they had clapped their hands at the end of the ſermon, as 
we are informed. fome of his hearers did. Let us remem. 
ber that we hear for higher ends, than to gratify our eyes 
and ears, The word is intended to make us believe better; 
to hope with more aſſurance ; to pray with more pathos ; 
with more conſtancy and regularity. Dear brethren may 
it be impreſſed on our minds, that tho' hearing the word 
is a ſhort temporary action of the mind and body, the con- 
| ſequences of it to us are of an eternal nature, it either 
aggravates our damnation, or promotes our ſalvation; 
ſolemn thoughts! Impreſs it O Lord on all our minds! 
Take heed therefore how. you hear, that the goſpel may 
become the power of God to your ſalvation, that the ſeed 
may be received into honeſt and good hearts, bringing forth 
fruit meet for him by whom the ground is dreſſed, To 
hear it in a curious temper of mind, is a perſe& contraſt 
to that ſpirit, which is required in our attendance upon 
it. We are to come under the word in the ſpirit of a lit. 
tle child, Luke xviii. 17. As new born babes, to deſire the 
ſincere milk of it, 1 Pet. ii. 2. to tremble in hearing of it. 
Ta. Ixvi. 2. If faithful miniſters are with you in meekneſs 
and fear, and much trembling, you ſhauld pray that you 
may receive it in the ſame ſpirit, in which it is delivered: 
they are the moſt profitable times under the word, when 
we can ſet ourſelves before God, as the great ſearcher of 
hearts, ſenſible of the inefficacy of all perſons, places, and 
meang without his bleſſing, looking at Jehovah Jeſus, as 
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the great objef of the word; the matter of it the bread of 
life; the deſign of it our everlaſting ſalvation; and the 
preacher of it the voice of one crying in the wilderneſs. 


Such a ſinful curioſity, is a levity of mind incongruous 
to the time, place, deſign, and company preſent at preach- 
ing the word of God. Would you have been a curious 
ſpeQator at Sinai, when the Lord deſcended upon it in 

fire, and the Mole thereof aſcended as the ſmoke of a 
furnace, and the whole mount quaked greatly, ſo that all 


the people in the camp trembled ? 


Et. 


Would you have been making critical remarks, had you 
been preſent with Iſaiah, when he had a viſion of the glory 
*of Chriſt in his church, and he cried out, Wo is me, I am 
undone, for mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord of 
Hoſts ? Ia. vi. 5. And had we faith in exerciſe at theſe times, 
we ſhould likewiſe be impreſſed with a ſolemn ſenſe of the 


divine preſence, and exclaim with J 


other than the houſe of God, and 


acob, This 1s none 
this 1s the gate of 


heaven, Gen. xxviii. 17! It is the time of Chriſt's fitting 
in judgment, on the ſtates and conditions of men. Heb. 
iv. 12, 13. Is it then a time for pleaſing our imaginations, : 


our eyes, and ears, When. we ought to 
© our hearts? „ 
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in ſuch a place, be like thoſe cofious 
Fe. $3. 34. - 28 


The place 1 now aten * 16 te 
1721 authority and preſence; of Chr 
this ordinance, is to exhibit truth to the mind, it it may — 
abe trans formed into its likeneſs. And it is * 
Teſs a company than God, Angels 8, and 1 
together to promote the greateſt defign of ir if 
1 Cor. i. 21. Should our conduct, at Tuc 


be labouring to affect 


erm) by I 98 8 . 
* 17 W of 


as bectacle of no 


% time, and 


hearphſypent toned ? 


5 


Such a manner of hearing has Jen. and is froductive 
of many evils in the churches of Chrilt. Ths example 
of it has infected many, and nothing is more Epmmon | 


and that without 9 
tle or nothing of Chri 


to ſee and find many profellots, « of whom if May be 


lianity AA 5, thanthat they are 


hearers of the word. They are the butterflies of the day, 


of #xtnnin from place to place; fatiguin 
＋ | * ing their minds; as 


i, 


5 bodies; diſ- 
eir families; griev- 
f 


2 the ſpirit of the 12870 Wg Chrilian; Af tuning 8 
minds of their own faithful and affectionate paſtors, 
mould they,” (whieh is not "Ivy kochen) EY to ſome 
1 2 Ons church or ſociety, 
—_— A ſudden conflux of many ee often le 
WL 2 de preacher. The ſtated preacher of the Ne 
1 - feels his own diminutivegeſs on the occaſion, and is 
= 2 1 10 exclaitm, Wh, are thele, and from whence cam 
RY On ſtated occaſions 5g prayer, and preaching thy * 
Ee + 0 © they are not to be ſeeft. for weeks together; but on this 
1 WS decaſion of fatis! ing | heir curioſity, they think it their 
' duty to attend. I know this is a tender place; and ſhall, 
. therefore obſerve, that ic it is our duty to honor Chriſt's 
3 eminent and popular ſervants, it is as much fo, to honor 
_—_—- Chriſt's inſtitutions, and whoever'they are, that take the 
. lead, in them. Chriſt has not left us, to ſelect whom we 
3 pleafe to honor, nor any where given us a licence to repair 
10 his couris till an op rtunity offers of pleaſing ourſelves; 
. bet has made it our uty to eſteem all his miniſters for 
ttztkeir works“ ſake; and we can have no reaſon to expect © 
. bleſſing under a popular Preacher, while we are 9 
ning and lighting” one of = zifis, at leaſt, ſuch as we 


+ 3 I. 5 I. 5 2 
— eee, here ie hathing in me 
poll but what may 15 the knowledge and uſe of it, ad 


© 4.  Jomething to our perfection pea umagr ogg: 2 * Hooter's® 
FFF 3 
. Thus, dear brethren, we have endeavoured to lay INK by 

„„ you, What we conceive to be a ſinful temper of mind, in _ 
many hearers of the word, and there needs no other apo- _ 
Ilogy, for any thing advanced, than that ſuch an evil exiſts. 
or 2 May the Lord make us watchfol over it in ourſelves, and 
„enable us all to hear the word, and receive it as new | orn 
babes, chat we may grow in grace and in the e 
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